Modes of transport 							        ANSWER KEY	
Rail transport: 

Advantages: 
· many different waggon types (proper choice of the transport unit according to the specific goods) 
· higher payload (compared to road transport), about 26-60 t (depending on the waggon type); ideal for bulk goods with longer deadlines (compared to inland waterway shipping) 
· low risk of damage 
· lower energy consumption (compared to road transport); goods can be transported at favourable prices and at environmentally-friendly conditions 
· advantageous over long distances 


Disadvantages: 
· only big companies have their own rail sidings; so mostly double handling is inevitable (pre- and on-carriage to and from the station) 
· double handling might damage the goods (special packaging is necessary) 
· dependent on schedules

Road haulage: 

Advantages: 
· large transport network, high flexibility and frequency of trucks 
· door-to-door service; double handling and special packaging can be avoided
· suitable for consolidated shipments (groupage traffic) 
· high individuality (good for special requests of the customer) 
· shorter transport times (compared to rail and domestic shipping; especially on short distances) 
· suitable for almost all kinds of goods 


Disadvantages: 
· limited capacity; length and width restrictions; maximum total weight: 40 t (payload of about 25 t) 
· higher energy consumption (compared to rail and domestic shipping) 
· dependent on weather and road traffic conditions 
· noise and air pollution 
· risk of loss due to accidents (in some countries: risk of theft and robbery) 
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Inland waterway shipping: 

Advantages: 
· suitable for bulk goods, very heavy and bulky goods (large storage areas, high loading capacity) 
· low energy consumption (environmentally-friendly)
· low freight prices 
· use of natural ways of transport (low maintenance requirements) 
· very safe 

Disadvantages: 
· longer transport times (compared to road and rail transport) 
· small transport network 
· no door-to-door-transport (transhipment necessary) 
· varying water levels can impede transport (difficult when deadlines have to be met)
· (dependent on weather conditions)

Air transport: 

Advantages: 
· short transport times (good for international transports of perishable goods, such as fruits, flowers, vegetables, etc.)
· suitable for valuable and sensitive goods, as well as for live goods 
· can cover long distances 
· large transport network 
· safe and reliable 

Disadvantages: 
· expensive (high freight prices compared to sea transport)
· restricted loading capacity (not suitable for very heavy goods) 
· noise and air pollution 
· double handling 
· schedules (if it is not a charter transport)

Sea transport:

Advantages: 
· high loading capacity 
· less expensive over long distances 
· can cover long distances 
· transport of almost any cargo (container transport, multimodal transport) 
· large transport network (sea ports all over the world) 

Disadvantages: 
· long transport times 
· double handling
· special packaging required
· schedules
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