The Air Waybill

Read the text and do the exercises below.

The Air Waybill (AWB) is a freight document that is required for air transports. The AWB is a standardised document (by the IATA) and has a lot of different functions.
· It proves the existence of an airfreight contract.
· It is an acknowledgement of receipt and shows that the goods have been handed over in apparent good order and condition or in a damaged condition. In case of damage or loss it may show who has liability.
· It may serve as a freight invoice.
· It may also be regarded as a customs paper when goods are imported or exported to and from third countries.
· It may be used as an insurance certificate if a cargo insurance has been covered by the airline.
· It is an accompanying document and contains important information about the nature of the consignment, handling instructions, the airports and so on.
· The shipper’s original of the AWB is a document of subsequent disposition as the shipper has the right to change entries in the AWB after the delivery of the consignment to the airline.
The AWB is no document of title as can be seen on the printed entry “Not negotiable” in the AWB form.
For international transports all entries in the AWB have to be written in English.

A. Functions of an AWB
The AWB is a multifunctional document as may be seen in the text above. Try to find the corresponding German word for each function described above.


B. Entries in the AWB
Match these expressions from an AWB with the explanations in the table below.

Expressions
a)  Not negotiable	 
b)  Currency	 
c)  Chargeable weight	 
d)  Ppd/coll	 
e)  Rate	
      f)  declared value for carriage
      g) amount of insurance
      h) commodity item no.
i) rate class
      j) other charges


	Explanations
	Expressions

	1. Check if the freight and other charges must be paid by the shipper or the 
    consignee.
	

	2. Money entries into the AWB have to be made in the local currency of the airport of 
    departure.
	

	3. The value of the consignment has to be entered if a cargo insurance is required, 
    otherwise enter “NIL”.
	

	4. The value of the shipment may be entered if it exceeds the liability of the carrier, 
    e.g. 19 SDR per kg. If there is no declaration, insert “NVD”.
	

	5. Additional charges or fees due to the carrier or the carrier’s agent have to be 
    entered in this box.
	

	6. The abbreviation for the freight rate has to be entered in this box.
	

	7. Even if the IATA- agent and the carrier have agreed upon a reduced freight rate,
    the TACT rate has to be written here.
	

	8. If a specific commodity rate is applicable, the code for the cargo has to be entered.
	

	9. The AWB is not a document of title.
	

	10. The weight calculated for the freight has to be entered in this box.
	





Situation
You’re an employee in the export department of the IATA agency Fly Away, situated in Frankfurt. The IATA agent’s code is 21-1522. Today you have to organise an urgent transport from Frankfurt to Boston. You receive the following fax from your customer with all necessary details:
 
shipper:		Darmstädter Maschinenfabrik GmbH, Toolgasse 44 
		64291 Darmstadt
consignee:	IBM Computer Enterprises
	Hardware Avenue 212-220
	USA – Boston
consignment:	1 Holzkiste mit Ersatzteilen (1 wooden box containing	spare parts)
weight:	83.4 kg
dimensions:	95 x 38 x 47 cm
markings:	1- SP/446
	FRA - BOS
goods’ value:	DAP 15,400 EUR
notify:	Muchser International
	Logan/International Airport/Boston
	Terminal D/Cargocenter B-368-14a

Your customer requires the entry of a declaration for carriage, the declaration for customs shall be the same as the invoice amount.
Your agency is also acknowledged as a regulated agent with the registration code DE.RAC.24477.
You book freight space with Lufthansa Cargo and fill in the AWB for this consignment. The flight number is LH 234/07, the AWB number is 020-2645 1121.
For the freight calculation please use the following TACT-extract:

                   airport of departure	airport of destination
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	min.wght.	loc.curr.
	
	M	 90.00
	N	   6.77
	45	   4.89
	100	   4.32
	300	   3.85
	500	   3.66

Fill in the copy of the AWB on the next page with the details listed above. Calculate the valuation charge (1 SDR = 1.1654 EUR) and the other charges:

AWB- fee	10.00 EUR
Handling fee	16.00 EUR
Fuel surcharge	0.30 EUR/kg (actual weight)
Security surcharge	0.15 EUR/kg (actual weight)
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