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Minutes of the 1. Conference for Dissemination in Berlin (BMWi) 
 
type of meeting: 1. Conference for Dissemination 
place: Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Technologie 

(Eichensaal) 
Invalidenstraße 48 
DE-10115 Berlin 

date: 19 March 2012 
beginning: 10:10 a.m. 
end: 4:00 p.m. 
participants: 58 participants from 9 different European countries: 

AT, DE, DK, FI, HU, NL, PL, RO, RU 
minutes taker Andrea Lütgemeier, RRB DE-Bielefeld 

Thomas Ruschin, RRB DE-Bielefeld 
 
 
 
 
The agenda was sent to the participants of the conference together with the invitation, it was 
slightly modified due to organisational reasons and provided for the participants as print version.  

 
As there are no objections a prepared list of participants is distributed in order to allow networking 
and exchange of information. 
After the conference this list was corrected / completed according to the indications of the 
participants. 
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Welcoming by the chairman of the Association EBBD e .V., Mr Heyd 
 
Mr Heyd heartily welcomes the participants of the conference. 
In his speech Mr Heyd underlines the relevance and the additional value of EBBD for young 
people, vocational schools, universities, employers and for the further development of a common 
Europe. 

Today’s conference is meant to show the possibilities and the further process for implementing a 
homogeneous excellence label “European Business Baccalaureate Diploma – EBBD” throughout 
Europe. 

Mr Heyd ends his speech with a quotation from Benjamin Franklin: 
 „An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest“. 

 
 
Welcoming speech PSt Burgbacher 
 
Parliamentary Secretary Mr Burgbacher heartily welcomes the attendees in the Ministry of 
Economy and Technology. 

In his speech he underlines that the EBBD with its international, economic and foreign-language 
perspective on a high competence level has an important function for the German economy and for 
the European togetherness, especially in times of changes and a certain Europe-scepticism. 

Parliamentary Secretary Mr Burgbacher points out that Europe’s richness consists of the 
knowledge and skills of its people. This leads to a responsibility towards young people to develop 
their competences at the best. 

As well on behalf of Mr Rösler, Federal Minister for Economy and Technology, Parliamentary 
Secretary Mr Burgbacher thanks all the attendees for their contributions to develop EBBD. 

The speech was held in German language and simultaneously translated into English. 

Mr Heyd thanks Parliamentary Secretary Mr Burgbacher for his friendly words and his support, 
especially for providing the facilities and catering in the Ministry.  

 
 
Greeting from MEP Brok (Chairman of the Committee f or International Affairs), 
read out by Mr Heyd 
 
Mr Heyd reads out the greeting from Mr Brok and then depicts its contents in English language: 

Considering the close economical linkage within the European Single Market a close linkage within 
the area of education should be aimed at as well. The EBBD with its clear commitment to an 
international perspective hereby is an important milestone. 

By means of EBBD standards in education and work mobility are cultivated. Thus economic power 
and competitive capability of the EU are strengthend. 
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Idea and Conception of EBBD: Mr Heyd (EBBD e.V.) 
and  
Status Quo of the EBBD-Curriculum: Ms Lütgemeier (R RB, DE) 
 
Mr Heyd and Ms Lütgemeier explain in detail idea and conception of EBBD as well as the status 
quo of the EBBD-curriculum by means of a powerpoint presentation that is on hand for the 
participants as a print version. 

Mr Heyd points out that the curriculum has been developed in collaboration with several European 
countries, consequently it is already well matched for many international curricula. Further 
information can be obtained on the information stalls after the lunch break. 

Dr. Greuling (Ministry for Education in Baden-Württemberg) states that according to his experience 
bilingual education requires at least 30 % of additional time to successfully acquire the same level 
of expertise. He asks whether this circumstance has been considered. 
Ms Lütgemeier confirms that schools have to plan and organise strategically in this regard and 
mentions as an example the subject “European Business Administration” which in North Rhine- 
Westphalia may be taught bilingually and which is not bound to any central exams.  
 
 
Evaluation of the Project: Ms Prof. Dr. Dilger (Uni versity of Cologne, DE) 
 
Ms Dilger explains that Haaga Helia University in FI-Helsinki evaluates the curriculum as  “product” 
of the EU-project whereas the University of Cologne evaluates the “processes” within the project. 

Three core processes have been examined in particular: 

• process of creating/developing the curriculum 
• processes in connection with the implementation of the curriculum 
• processes for the dissemination of the EBBD 

Ms Dilger points out that the curriculum has been developed within an inner-European common 
collaboration – this is a unique feature of the EBBD – it is therefore characterised by the coherence 
of its results.  

By means of a PowerPoint presentation Ms Dilger explains details regarding the examined 
processes. 

 
 
Procedure of Accreditation: Ms Brose (EBBD e.V.) 
 
By means of a powerpoint presentation Ms Brose identifies three options for the procedure of 
accreditiation that are thinkable at the moment. Moreover, she explains the essential tasks of the 
EBBD e.V. 
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Detailed Information on particular aspects of EBBD:  

� CLIL - Content and Language Integrated Learning 
� Simulation and Work Placement Abroad 
� Europe Competence 
� Curriculum 
� Accreditation 

 
 
The participants of the conference inform themselves at the 5 information stalls about the 5 above 
mentioned aspects of the EBBD. There are inspring discussions and exchange of information. 

A short version of the curriculum is provided for inspection as well as handout (print version). 

 
 
   
Panel Discussion 

Panel Guests:   

Ms Sperl (Bildungsministerium, AT) 
Mr John (VLW Bund, DE) 
Ms Prof. Dr. Dilger (Universität zu Köln, DE)    
Mr Horsch (Senior Advisor des Vorstands SVOPL, NL) 
 
Moderation: Frau / Ms Wauschkuhn (RRB, DE) 

 
During the interesting and inspiring panel discussion many aspects that are essential for EBBD are 
talked about. Below some of the important ideas and suggestions are outlined.  

• Involving enterprises is very important for developing competences in the field of 
“entrepreneurship” in order to be up-to-date. (Horsch) 

• It should be aimed at involving enterprises for evaluating the EBBD-curriculum within the 
next year. (Dilger) 

• Teachers need information for cultivating entrepreneurial skills and should be encouraged in 
integrating visions and creativity in their education. (Sperl) 

• Associations of Teachers could impact on establishing state seminaries for schools as 
institutions for further training for teachers. (John) 

• Feedback from students regarding the EBBD-curriculum could be integrated at a later state 
within the phase of implementation or evaluation. (Dilger) 

• Apart from mutual trust regularly conducted “inspections” of “peer schools” could contribute 
to guarantee quality assurance of EBBD-standards. In Austria financial means would be 
available for this purpose. (Sperl) 

• Designing a good portfolio can contribute to measure the so-called soft skills. (Horsch) 
• At the moment portfolios for work placements are being developed in Austria. Basis hereby 

are results and insights of DK and NL, countries that have already developed those 
instruments and use them. (Sperl) 

• In the area of universities there are already results available for measuring competences; 
for the area of schools however, there is still need for development. (Dilger) 
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• EBBD shows the right direction: It is a concept that has an answer to the challenge of 
globalisation in the area of education.  
Creating a new concept obviously is a tremendous task: Persons working on EBBD should 
take possibly arising difficulties as motivation to go on. 
The Association of Teachers / Federal Association could offer support by providing its 
network. (John) 

 
 
Ms Wauschkuhn thanks all the participants of the panel discussion for their valuable contributions. 
 
 
 
Closing Words 
 
Mr Heyd thanks all the attendees for participating in and contributing to the conference. 

Mr Heyd declares that the complete curriculum will soon be available on the EBBD-website. He 
emphasises the character of  tentativeness: As the curriculum has now to be tested in practical 
experience by the project partners amendments in the now existing curriculum will be unavoidable. 

 


