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Welcome by Parliamentary Secretary Mr Burgbacher 
 

The spoken word is valid 
 

Headteachers, 
 
teachers, 
 
ministry representatives, 
 
ladies and gentlemen, 
 

Introduction / Economic Education 
 

 
• I am very pleased that the Federal Economics Ministry is 

hosting the Europe Conference on the European Business 

Baccalaureate Diploma. 

 
• Representatives of numerous business schools from the 

following countries have come here to attend the 

conference:  

 
o The Netherlands 

o Austria 

o Denmark 

o Finland 

o Hungary  

o Poland 

o Rumania 

o Russia. 
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• All the participants of the conference have a common 

objective: to ensure that students achieve a high level of 

business competency.  

 

• Today’s business, working and living environment is both 

highly complex and constantly changing.  

 

• Thus, the young generation is faced with many different 

challenges.  

 
• This is why young people need business skills to be able to 

act responsibly as mature 

citizens, 

employees, 

and employers.  

 
• Knowledge about economic fundamentals help people to find 

and successfully assert their place in life and the working 

world. 

 

• What impresses me about the model of the European 

Business Baccalaureate Diploma is that it harmonises the 

skills taught in the partner schools across Europe. 

 

• This results in a higher mobility of graduates within Europe.  
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European education policy 
 
 

• In this way, the European Business Baccalaureate Diploma 

also contributes to our major goal of creating a common 

European educational area.  

 

• Graduates of the European Business Baccalaureate Diploma 

will be well-equipped for studying abroad.  

 
• About 50 countries have subscribed to the goal of creating a 

single European higher education area.  

 

• As you know, a common higher education area means that 

periods of study abroad will be recognised in the student’s 

home country.   

 

• Under this concept, many students will be given the 

opportunity to study one year in one country, the second 

year in another and the third year again somewhere else – 

so they take their studies to three different places that can be 

combined. This makes for very attractive European 

university studies.  

 

• Common education will foster European cohesion.  
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• In May 2009, Europe’s ministers of education agreed to 

continue and expand their cooperation in general education 

and vocational training until 2020.  

 

• More specifically, they adopted a new work programme, 

which sets out the following strategic goals for the period 

until 2020: 

 

o to making lifelong learning and mobility a reality, 

o to improve the quality and efficiency of education and 

training, 

o to promote equity, social cohesion and active citizenship, 

o to enhance creativity and innovation, including 

entrepreneurship, at all levels of education and training. 

 

• Of particular importance for you will be the “Youth on the 

move” initiative, which is one of the seven flagship initiatives 

to implement the EU 2020 strategy.  

 

•  Its subtitle, “An initiative to unleash the potential of young 

people to achieve smart, sustainable and inclusive growth in 

the European Union”, highlights the initiative’s significance 

for education and employment in Europe.  

 

•  This is also reflected by the initiative’s priorities, which are:  

 

o to develop systems of education and professional training 

which provide key competencies and promote excellence, 
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o to increase the attractiveness of higher education with a 

view to developing a knowledge-based economy, and  

 

o to foster the comprehensive expansion of transnational 

learning and job mobility of young people. 

 

• While each country of the European Union remains  

responsible for its own national education policy, some 

challenges are common to all member states:  

 
o ageing societies,  

o skills deficits of the workforce, and 

o global competition.      

 

These issues call for joint responses, not least in the field of 

education, which would allow countries to learn from one 

other. 

 

The member states therefore share good practices and 

jointly determine common indicators and average reference 

values to track the progress achieved. 

 

• By doing this, they are pursuing the goal set in 2007 when 

the heads of state and government of the European Union 

celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome. I 

quote: “Europe’s wealth lies in the knowledge and ability of 

its people; that is the key to growth, employment and social 
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cohesion.”
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Securing skilled labour 

 

• This brings me to another benefit of the European Business 

Baccalaureate Diploma – the contribution it makes to 

securing skilled labour. 

 

• In the next ten years, almost all European countries will see 

changes in the demographic structure of their populations, 

resulting in fewer children and adolescents.   

 

• The education system must ensure that every young person 

gets the best possible qualifications.  

 

• Well-educated people - the brainpower of our nation - are a 

crucial resource for a country with few natural resources like 

Germany.  

 

• Without these people, we will not be able to maintain our 

high standard of living.  

 

• Growth through intelligence is the way forward for our 

country.  

 

• Innovations, today’s most important competitive factor, do 

not just happen by themselves.  
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• They are the result of efficient research and development 

processes.  

 

• And these processes can only be developed and carried out 

by highly-skilled people.   

 

• Not least, the application of modern, technically advanced 

products and procedures would not be possible without the 

well-trained people in our country.  

 

• I am therefore pleased to see that so many stakeholders and 

experts are here today who are participating in this 

endeavour, which is a task for all of society.   

 

• We all know how important the adolescents’ age group is 

that is being educated today.  

 

• This generation will determine the future innovative capacity 

and growth of our economy.  

 

• At the same time, we are called upon to offer the young 

people viable education und career opportunities. 

 

• This will shape the way they see our country and economic 

system for decades.  

 

• As the Greek philosopher Diogenes put it centuries ago:  

“The foundation of every state is the education of its youth”. 
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• I thank the headteachers and teachers who are here today 

for their commitment to educating our young generation.  

• You work and act in a truly forward-looking way because you 

are shaping our next generation of adults. 

 

• We are pursuing the same goals: 

 

- to provide young people with the best conditions for 

starting their professional careers, and 

- to generate human capital for our country since this is 

our key asset, one which is much more important than 

any stock market capital.  

 

• Benjamin Franklin once said: “An investment in knowledge 

always pays the best interest”. And what was true back then, 

is even more true today.  

 

• Research funding alone is not enough. After all, we need to 

harness the creative potential and ideas in the minds of 

entrepreneurs and their employees. 

 

• Europe’s economy and science base needs the most 

intelligent individuals worldwide.  

 

• And as I stressed earlier, the European Business 

Baccalaureate is making a vital contribution to this.  
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• I therefore thank everyone involved and wish you continued 

success in your work!  

 


